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and the owner submits a complete re-
quest under paragraph (b)(7)(iv) or
(b)(7)(v) of this section.

(iii) After a purse seine vessel cat-
egorized as active is removed from the
Vessel Register, the Regional Adminis-
trator will notify owners or managing
owners of vessels categorized as inac-
tive that replacement capacity is
available on the active list of the Ves-
sel Register. In the event that owners
of inactive vessels do not request to re-
place a removed vessel, the Regional
Administrator will notify owners of
vessels eligible for, but not included
on, the Vessel Register that replace-
ment capacity is available on the ac-
tive list of the Vessel Register.

(iv) Vessel owners or managing own-
ers may request a purse seine vessel of
400 st (362.8 mt) carrying capacity or
less be categorized as active to replace
a vessel or vessels removed from the
Vessel Register by submitting to the
Regional Administrator written notifi-
cation as described in paragraph
(b)(4)(i) of this section and, only if the
vessel is required by the Agreement on
the IDCP to carry an observer, pay-
ment of the vessel assessment fee with-
in 10 business days after submission of
the faxed written notification. The re-
placement vessel will be eligible to be
categorized as active on the Vessel
Register if it has a carrying capacity
equal to or less than the vessel or ves-
sels being replaced. Payments received
will be subject to a 10 percent sur-
charge for vessels that were listed as
active on the Vessel Register in the
previous calendar year, but not listed
as inactive at the beginning of the cal-
endar year for which active status was
requested.

(v) Vessel owners or managing own-
ers may request a purse seine vessel in
excess of 400 st (362.8 mt) carrying ca-
pacity be categorized as active to re-
place a vessel or vessels removed from
the Vessel Register by submitting to
the Regional Administrator the vessel
permit application as described under
§216.24(b) of this title and payment of
the vessel assessment fee and permit
application fee within 10 business days
after submission of the faxed vessel
permit application for the replacement
vessel. The replacement vessel will be
eligible to be categorized as active on
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the Vessel Register if it has a carrying
capacity equal to or less than the ves-
sel or vessels being replaced, and the
captain of the replacement vessel pos-
sesses an operator permit under
§216.24(b) of this title. Payments re-
ceived will be subject to a 10 percent
surcharge for vessels that were listed
as active on the Vessel Register in the
previous calendar year, but not listed
as inactive at the beginning of the cal-
endar year for which active status was
requested.

(vi) The Regional Administrator will
forward requests to replace vessels re-
moved from the Vessel Register within
15 days of receiving each request.

(8) The owner or managing owner of a
purse seine vessel listed on the Vessel
Register must provide written notifica-
tion to the Regional Administrator
prior to submitting an application for
transfer of the vessel to foreign reg-
istry and flag. Written notification
must be submitted by mail and re-
ceived by the Regional Administrator
at least 10 business days prior to sub-
mission of the application for transfer.
The written notification must include
the vessel name and registration num-
ber; the expected date that the applica-
tion for transfer will be submitted; and
the vessel owner or managing owner’s
name and signature. Vessels that re-
quire approval by the U.S. Maritime
Administration prior to transfer of the
vessel to foreign registry and flag will
not be subject to the notification re-
quirement described in this paragraph.

[61 FR 355650, July 5, 1996, as amended at 66
FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001; 70 FR 19010, Apr. 12,
2005; 74 FR 1618, Jan. 13, 2009]

§300.23 Eastern Pacific fisheries - Per-
sons and vessels exempted.

This subpart does not apply to:

(a) Any person or vessel authorized
by the IATTC, the Assistant Adminis-
trator, or any state of the United
States to engage in fishing for research
purposes.

(b) Any person or vessel engaged in
sport fishing for personal use.

[61 FR 355650, July 5, 1996, as amended at 74
FR 1620, Jan. 13, 2009]
§300.24 Prohibitions.

In addition to the prohibitions in
§300.4, it is unlawful for any person or
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vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to:

(a) Land any species of tuna during
the closed season for that species in ex-
cess of the amount allowed by the Re-
gional Administrator.

(b) Fish on floating objects in the
Convention Area using any gear type
specified by the Regional Administra-
tor’s mnotification of closure issued
under §300.25.

(c) Use tender vessels in the Conven-
tion Area.

(d) Transship purse seine-caught tuna
at sea within the Convention Area.

(e) Fail to retain any bigeye, skip-
jack, or yellowfin tuna brought on
board a purse seine vessel in the Con-
vention Area, except fish unfit for
human consumption due to spoilage,
and except on the last set of the trip if
the well capacity is filled.

(f) When using purse seine gear to
fish for tuna in the Convention Area,
fail to release any non-tuna species as
soon as practicable after being identi-
fied on board the vessel during the
brailing operation.

(g) Land any non-tuna fish species
taken in a purse seine set in the Con-
vention Area.

(h) Fail to use the sea turtle han-
dling, release, and resuscitation proce-
dures in §300.25(e).

(i) Fail to report information when
requested by the Regional Adminis-
trator under §300.22.

(j) Fail to provide written notifica-
tion as described under §300.22(b)(8) to
the Regional Administrator at least 10
business days prior to submission of an
application to transfer a purse seine
vessel listed on the Vessel Register to
foreign registry and flag, unless trans-
fer of the vessel requires approval by
the U.S. Maritime Administration.

[61 FR 355650, July 5, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 29133, May 28, 1999; 64 FR 44430, Aug. 16,
1999; 66 FR 49320, Sept. 27, 2001. Redesignated
and amended at 69 FR 67277, Nov. 17, 2004; 74
FR 1620, Jan. 13, 2009]

§300.25 Eastern Pacific fisheries man-
agement.

(a) Notification of IATTC recommenda-
tions and resolutions. Fishery manage-
ment resolutions made by the IATTC
and approved by the Department of
State will be promulgated in the FED-

§300.25

ERAL REGISTER vVvia appropriate rule-
making. The publication in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER will summarize the
fishery management resolutions and
respond to any public comments re-
ceived by NMF'S.

(b) Tuna quotas. (1) Fishing seasons
for all tuna species begin on January 1
and end either on December 31 or when
NMFS closes the fishery for a specific
species.

(2) The Regional Administrator may
close the U.S. fishery for yellowfin,
bigeye, or skipjack tuna or any other
tuna species in the Convention Area or
portion of the Convention Area when
advised by the Director of Investiga-
tions of the IATTC that the associated
quota has been or is projected to be
reached. Any such closure may include:

(i) An allowance for an incidental
catch that may be landed while fishing
for other tuna species;

(ii) A prohibition on the further set-
ting of specified gear types on floating
objects by U.S. vessels in the Conven-
tion Area;

(iii) Provisions for vessels that are at
sea during an announced closure to fish
unrestricted until the fishing trip is
completed;

(iv) Provisions for vessels at sea with
an observer on board during any clo-
sure to land fish unrestricted if the
landing occurs after December 31; or

(v) Other measures to ensure that the
conservation and management meas-
ures of the TATTC are achieved.

(3) The Regional Administrator will
announce any such closures directly to
the owners or agents of U.S. vessels
who are fishing in or are eligible to fish
in the Convention Area.

(4) As soon as practicable after being
advised of the quota attainment or pro-
jection under paragraph (b)(2) of this
section, the Regional Administrator
will publish an announcement of the
closure in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

(c) Use of tender vessels. No person
subject to these regulations may use a
tender vessel in the Convention Area.

(d) Transshipments at sea. No person
subject to these regulations may trans-
ship purse seine-caught tuna from one
vessel to another vessel at sea within
the Convention Area.

(e) Bycatch reduction measures—(1) All
purse seine vessels must retain on
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